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and no costs, acel'uing or chargeable iu any case after 
the limit of time he1·ein fixed, shall be paid by the 
proper distl'iet, eouutj', eity, township, borough, wa1·d, 
school district, or munieipality, nor shall they be under 
any liability for the payment of the same. 

~ection ::!. All aets 01· parts of acts ineousistent here
with be and the same are hereby repealed. 

· Appl'oved-Tlie 2Sth da_y of Apl'il, A. D. 18!.l!.l. 
\V11 ... L1AM A- HTONE. 

No. 86. 

AN ACT 
To provide for the classification of the townships of the Com

monwealth, with respect to their population, into two classes, 
and to prescribe the form of goYernment for townships of 
each class. 

Whereas, In those more populous townships of the 
Commonwealth, which are in large measure devoted to 
residential purposes, there is need of a form of munici
pal government having greater powers than are now 
possessed by the 11Jea 1 government:; of townships under 
existing laws: 

Section 1. Re it enacted, &c., That for the purpose 
of legislation regulating their municipal affairs, the 
exercise of certain corpol'ate powers, and having· re
spect to the number, character, powers and duties of 
certain officers thel'(•of. the townships now in existence 
and those to be lwreafter created in this Common
wealth shall be dividPd into two dasses. Those town
ships having a population of at least three hundred to 
the square mile, as shown by the United States census, 
shall be townships of the first class. All othe1· town
ships shall be townships of the second class. 

Section 2. It shall be the duty of the County Com
missioners in eYery county of the Commonwealth to 
ascertain whether any township in the county comes 
withiu the conditinns hr·1·einbefore set out as constitn
ting n township of the first class, and by prndnrnation, 
to be iissued prior to the first day of January, one thou
sand nine hundred, and thereafter on or before the first 
day of January following the ascertainment of popula
tion by the decennial census of the United States, to 
designate the townships of the first class, if any, within 
the county; and in all townships so designated, the 
officers provided for hy this ad s·hnll he rhoRen at the 
municipal election tben next ensuing. and thi• township 
gon•rnment constituted by this act shall g;o into force 
on the first :\fonday of l\foreh th011 next ensi1ing. Raid 



proclamation by the County Commissioners shall be 
advertised in two newspapers published in tlle county. 

Section ;J. Except so far as modified by the provisions 
of this act, all existing laws relating to townsllips shall 
continue in force until changed, modified or repealed, 
as to either elass of townships, by legislation relating 
expressly thereto. 

Section 4. ln tuwnships of the first class the follow
ing townsllip offieers shall be chosen by the qualified 
voters at the township eledion on the third Tuesuay in 
.F'ebruarv: 

Fil'st."In the first year of its organization and in 
every second year thereafter, five township commis
sioners, and if the population of the township exceells 
five thousand then an additional commissioner for each 
two thousand of population ln excess of five thousand. 
'L'he said commissioners shall hold office for the term 
of two years. No township commissioner shall receive 
any salary or shall be eligible to any other township 
office. 

Second. In the first year of its organization and in 
every thfru year thereafter, a township treasurer, who 
shall hold office for the term of three years. 

Third. In the year in which the term of office expires 
of the township assessor who may be in otlice at the 
time of its organization, and in every third year there

.after, a township assess·or, who shall hold office for the 
term of three years, as wovided by existing laws. 

Fourth. Annually, a township auditor, who shall 
hold office for a term of three years, as provided by ex
isting laws. 

The official term of the above-named officers shall 
commence on the first Monday in March and continue 
until the election and qualifi,cation of their successors. 

·whenewr- the form of government provided for by 
this act for townships of the first class becomes opera
tive in any township, the office of supervisor of high
ways i;;ha.ll cease to exist in such township. 

1'ownship Commissioners. 

Section 5. On or before the first day of October, in 
the year of their election, the Board of Township Com
missioners, chosen at the first election under the pro
Yisions of this act, shall by ordinance make art appor
tionment of the who le number of township commission-. 
e1·s among the election districts of· the township, in 
rn'oportion to the population as estimated by the vote 
cast in said districts 1·espectively at the last to"'nship 
election, to the end that thereafter the township commis
sioners shall be chosen by election districts instead of 
by vote of the township at large. Any election dis
trict ha Ying too small a population to be entitled· to 
rhoose one coniniissiorier sliall be combined' with some 
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adjoining district. Residence in the district in which 
he is voted for shall not be a requisite of eligibility for 
a commissioner. 

A new apportionment shall be made after each 
United States census, and whenever any change is 
made in tbc boundaries of the election districts of tile 
township. 

Section 6. 1'he persons elected township commission
ers shall meet on the .first Monday in March succeeding 
their election, and until otherwise designated by ordi
nance the place of meeting shall be the oldest polling 
place in the township. Each member shall take and 
subscribe an oath or affirmation, to be adminstered by 
a justice of the peace or notary public, to support the 
Constitution of the United States and of this Common
wealth, and to perform the duties of his office with 
fidelitv. Certificates of such oaths and affirmations 
shall be filed with the township auditor. 

1f a majority of the commissioners shall not attend 
at tlie meeting on the first Monday in March those pres
ent shall have power to adjourn the meeting, from 
day to day, until a majority attend. 

The Board shall organize by the election of one of 
their number as president. He shall preside at all the 
meetings of the board, and perform such other duties 
as are specified in this act, or which may be prescribed 
by ordinance. 

The Board shall meet at least. once a month, at such 
time and place as may be designated by ordinance. A 
majority of the members of the board shall constitute 
a quorum. 

Sedion 7. All the corporate power, authority and 
franchise of the township shall be vested in and exer
ciised by the Board 0f Township Commissioners; and 
the said Board shall have particularly the following 
powers: 

1st. '.ro open, grade, construct and pave all public high~ 
ways in the township which shall or may be at any time 
laid out by lawful authority, and to keep the same in 
good order and repair. To construct footways along 
said highways, and to establish lights thereon where it 
may be deemed expedient to do so. To accept the dedi
cation of public highways and alleys. 

2nd. On application of the owners of a majority of 
the lineal feet frontage along any highway, or portion 
thereof, in any village within said township, to cause 
the sidewalks along said highway to be paved and 
curbed at the expense of the abutting property. 

3rd. To establish a system of sewers and drainage, 
and to require connection to be made with snch sewers 
when necessary for the public health; and to provide 
for the cost of the construction, maintenance and re
pair of such sewers, in whole or in part, by au equitable 
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assessment on the properties benefited thereby, in such 
manner as may be prescribed by ordinance, for which 
assessments municipal liens may be filed in the court 
of common pleas of the proper county, on which pro
ceedings shall be had as provided by existing laws . 
.And the board shall also have power to enter into con
tracts with any adjoining municipality, and also with 
any person or corporation, for the carrying off of the 
sewage from the limits of the township. 

4th. To make regulations respecting pig pens, 
slaughter houses, manure pits, drains, ~esspools and 
manufactories that are offensive, to abate nuisances 
prejudicial te public health and public safety, and to 
collect the cost of such abatement from any person who 
may be responsible for having created the nuisance. 
Also to prohibit or regulate the running at large of 
animals. 

5th. To establish and maintain a night watch and 
police force, and to defin~ the duties of the same. To 
provide for the erection or purchase of a lockup or 
watchhouse, for the detention and confinement of va
grants and persons duly arrested, until they can be 
taken before a magistrate for hearing and committed 
to prison or discharged. · To arrest and confine, or to 
set to work on the roads or elsewhere, all vagrants 
found in said township, and generally to take all need
ful means for securing the safety of persons and prop
erty within the township. To purchase and main
tain engines for the extinguishment of fire, and to 
make rules and regulations for the management of the 
same. To regulate and prohibit shows, circuses and 
public entertainments of all sorts. · 

Hth. To levy for township purposes an annual tax 
of not more than one per centum. 
. 7th. To borrow money and to issue evidences of in
debtedness therefor: Provided, T·hat the total amount 
of indebtednei™ so created shall not exceed two per 
centum of the county valuation <ilf the property within 
the township without the assent of the electors of the 
township, and that the rate of interest shall not exceed 
five per centum. But no indebtedness shall be incurred 
or expen&iture authorized, except in accordance with 
the ordinances of the Board, and to authorize the ex
penditure of more than one hundred dollars a special 
resoluti()n of the Board shall be necessary. 

8th. To adopt by-laws and ordinances prescribing 
the manner in which the above powers shall be carried 
out, and generally regulating the affairs of the town
ship within the powers hereby conferre.d. All such 
ordinances shall be published at least twice in a news· 
paper published in the township, or, ff there be n6 
newspaper, advertised by publication in such other 
manner as may be designated by ordinance. 

s 

107 

To con tract for 
the carrying off 
of sewage. 

To abate nui
sances and regu
late the runeing 
at large of 
animals. 

To establlsh a 
night-watch and 
police force. 

To provide lockup. 

To arrest and 
confine vagrants. 

Fire engines. 

Regulate circuses 
and public enter
tainments. 

To levy tax. 

To borrow money, 
etc. 

Limit of In
debtedness. 

Interest, rate of. 

No indebtedness 
shall be incurred 
except by or. 
dinance. 

Genera}. authority. 

Ordinances to be 
published. 



108 

Fines and pen
alties. 

How to be col
lected. 

Disbursements, 
how made. 

Approval of bills. 

H'.ghways to he 
opened and kept 
clear. 

The noard may 
nppoint super
\' i~ors or en
~:ner-rs. 

And workmen, 
mechanics, etc. 

Tflols and ma
chinery. 

Right of entry. 

Owners of prop
ert~' fronting 
highway may pe
tition for con
struction of side
walks. 

Majority of 
owners of front
age. 

LA\YS OJ<' PEN~SYLVANIA, 

9th. 'fo prescribe fines and penalties, not exceeding 
ten dollars in any instance, for the violation of town
ship ordinances, which fines and penalties may be col
lected by suit, to be brought in the name of the town
ship, before any justice of the peace or magistrate, in 
like manner as debts of like amount may be sued for 
by existing laws. 

Section 8. All disbursements in discharge of town
ship indebtedness dnly incurred, shall be made by the 
township treasm·er, acting hy virtue of warrants, or 
orders, drawn on him by tlw order of the Board of 
Township Commissioners, attested by the signature 
of the president, or vice president, and secretary of the 
Board. The Board shall prescribe, by ordinance, the 
manner in which bills for township indebtedness shall 
be approved for payment. 

Highways. 

Section fl. It shall be the dnty of the Hoard of 
'L'ownship Commissioners to rnnse all public highways 
within the township, now or hereafter laid out by law
ful authority, to be effectually opened and constantly 
kept in repair at all seasons, aud cle~r of all impedi
ments to easy and ronYenient passing and traveling. 

Section 10. 'fhe Board shnll haYe power to ap1ioint 
one or more snpenisors or en.ginee1·s of highways, and 
by ordinance to specify their duties and to fix their 
salaries. All such officers shall hold office at the 
pleasure of the Board. The Board shall rause to be 
employed a sn_ffirient number of workmen, mechanics 
and laborers for th1_' proper care of the public roads, 
and sliall have power to purchase all necessary tools. 
implements, maf"hinery and materials of all ldnds 
whi<':h, in their judgment, shall be necessary for the 
making, paving and repairing of the public highways. 

Section 11. The Board of Commissioners shall haw 
power, by their officers and serrnnts, to enter upon an~· 
lands or enrlosnres. to cnt, open, maintain and repair 
all such ditches and drains through the same,· as they 
shall judge necessary, to cany the water from the said 
roads. 

Section 12. 'Vhenever the owners of property front
.ing on either side of a public highway in nny village 
in such township shall, by petition, re1uest that a side
walk, with or without curbing, be coi1sfrnci:ed a long 
that side of said highway between C'f'rtain points, a·t 
the expense of the propf'l'ty· owners, and it shall appear 
that the said petitioners include the O"w1w1·s .of n ina
jority of the frontage in lineal feet on tlrnt sirle of the 
higbway where the sidewalk h; desii'erl. it shall be law
ful for the said Board of Township Cornmissionf'rs, hv 
ordinance duly adopted, to require the o\\·ners of prop-
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erty abutting on that side of said highway where the 
sidewalk is desired between designated .points, to grade 
and pa Ye the sidewalk in front of their respective prop
erty in sueh manner as may in such ordinance pre
scribed, and also to curb the same if deemed neces
sarv. And if said owners shall fail to cause such 
pm;ing and curbing to be done, conformably to the re
(}liirements of such ordinance, within sixty days from 
notice thereof, it shall be lawful for the said Board of 
'fownship Commissioners to cause the same to be done, 
and to collect the cost thereof from the abutting prop
erty owners, respectively, in proportion to their'front
age. And if the same shall not be paid, to file lien 
therefor, in the nature of municipal liens against the 
abutting properties, in the conrt of common picas of the 
county, and to include therein a penalty of twenty per 
eentum on the amount of the cost of the work. 
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Township Treasurer. 

Section 13. Each township freasurer shall give a 
bond, in the sum to be prescribed by ordinance, and at 
least equal to the probable amount of the annual town
ship tax, with sureties to the satisfaction of the Board 
of Township Commissioners, which bond shall be con
ditioned for the faithful perfonnanee of the duties of 
his office, for a just account of all moneys belonging to 
the township funds that may come into his hands, for 
the delivery to his successor in ofiiee of nil papers, 
books, documents and other things held in r.ight of his 
office, and for the payment to such successor of any 
balance in money belonging to the township that may 
remain in his hands on the settlement of his accounts. 
All said bonds shall be filed with the township com
missioners. It shall be the duty of every township 
.treasurer to take charge of all township moneys, and 
to keep distinct accounts of all sums received from 
taxes and other sources, whieh accounts shall at all 
times be open to the inspection of the commissioners 
and township auditor, or any of them. He shall an
nually state his accounts and lay the same, together 
with the books and the voucllers, before the township 
auditors for settlement according to law. 

Section 14. Each township treasurer shall receive, 
as full compensation for his services, a sum equal to five 
per centnm of all taxes receh·ed or colleded by him,· 
unless a different rate be fixed by ordiil.ance of the town
ship commissioners, passed thirty days prior to his elec
tion. 

Section 15. ·whenever a tax is levied by a Hoard of 
Township Commissioners, it ~hall l;ie the duty of the 
Board to forthwith deliver a duplicate of the assess
ment of sn•eh tax to the township treasurer, who shall 
thereby bP<.:omc autho1·ized to receiYe and eollPd from 
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the taxpayers the amounts with which they stand 
charged, respectively, and to give receipts therefor. 
On receipt of any such duplicates it shall be the duty 
of the treasurer to give public notice, as soon thereafter 
as conveniently can be done, by at least ten written or 
printed notices to be posted in the most public places 
in the township, and by advertisement in a newspaper 
published in the township, if any such there be. A dis-
count of five per centum shall be allowed to any tax
payer who shall make payment in sixty days from the 
time of such notice. 

Section 16. At the expiration of three months from 
the time of receiving the duplicate of any tax assessed, 
as aforesaid, the treasurer shall proceed to collect the 
same from the taxpayers, and to that end may appoint 
one or more deputy collectors. And said treasurer 
and bis deputies shall have and exercise all powers 
conferred by existing laws on township tax collectors . 

Section 17. No money shall be paid out by the 
township treasurer except on the written order, or 
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Section 18. The Harne person may hold the office of 
township treasurer and treasurer of the school board, 
but no member of the school board, no township com
missioner, or township auditor, shall bold the office of 
township treasurer, and no township treasurer shall be 
eligible to succeed himself. 

Town Clerk. 

Section 19. The board of commissioners shall elect a 
town clerk, who must be a qualified voter of the town
ship, and not a member of the board. He shall per
form all the duties of town clerk, as prescribed by 
existing laws; he shall also act as secretary of the 
board, shall be the official keeper of the minutes, and 
shall generally do and perform such duties as may 
be prescribed by ordinance of the board. His salary 
shall be fixed by ordinance. 

Assessor and Auditor. 
Section 20. The assessor and auditor, elected as here

in before provided, shall perform, respectively, the du
ties of their office as prescribed by existing laws. 

Townships of the Second Class. 

Section 21. 'l'ownships of the second class shall con
tinue to be governed as provided by the laws in force at 
the date of the passage of this act relating to townships, 
until the same be clianged by legislative enactment. 

Approved-The 28th day of April, A. D. 1.8f)!). 
WILLIAM A. STONE. 
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